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My Library of the Future Essay

Ever since the conception of libraries in America by Benjamin Franklin, libraries have served an important role in the communities of which they are a part. Libraries are not only seen as symbols of education and community but rather they are these things. Over the years libraries have evolved in their outward expression of these symbols, but the library’s role has always stayed the same: promote learning and build community. What does such a library look like today? Welcome to 2025. 

The library is a tall building, with each floor devoted to a different kind of media or book. The key to a successful library is an organized library. First floor is reference, second floor is adult fiction, third floor is juvenile books, fourth floor is young adult fiction, fifth floor is picture books, sixth floor is how-to books, seventh floor is historical books, eighth floor is music and movies, and so on. Personally, my favorite floor is the how-to floor. Five state-of-the-art elevators take patrons from floor to floor, or daring patrons can use the stairs. The basement of the library is used for storage and cataloguing, and the ballrooms adjoining the first floor are used for various library events and speakers. 

Libraries are the end of all tangible information. Every newspaper, book, or article ever published are contained within the walls of the library. Libraries have subscriptions to every database in existence, as well as direct access to any public records. People don’t stress about tracking down important information any more – they just pay a visit to the library. Students desperate to track down information for term papers go to the library, teens struggling to track down scholarship and financial aid information can find it at the library, politicians in search of recent polls and statistics look to the library, and even private detectives find the library to be a valuable tool in their line of work. There is no public manifestation of the written word that cannot be tracked down within the walls of the library.

Logistically, libraries are more efficient than ever before. Books are immediately sorted upon return by a complex computer system with conveyor belts and dumbwaiters take the books to their appropriate floors, where the librarians of that floor shelve the books. The books are sorted one by one to prevent jams in the system and protect the binding and covers. This more efficient way of sorting books makes more time for librarians to spend time with patrons and less time with medial sorting work. Such a simple advancement in library technology, and yet it has advanced the library’s ability to promote community exponentially by being more able to assist patrons.

Many libraries have toyed with the idea of making the patron’s library experience more efficient by making it possible for patrons to scan their own books, making for an easy-in, easy-out visit to the library. While this system has its merits, this library has rejected such a system. It is important to this library that patrons interact with each other and librarians. Community should not be sacrificed for the sake of perceived convenience. 

In order to engage students in history and promote education, especially related to American history, many libraries are participating in a program that brings history to life, making students feel as though they are really there, experiencing the events as they happen. This is accomplished through a special media program that simulates interpretations of various historical events, much like a virtual reality game. Students can listen to debates of the Continental Congress, or be there to speculate for themselves which side fired the first shot of the Revolutionary War.  Librarians in 2025 have found this an excellent way to education children as to the realities of history, while interesting and engaging a child’s imagination. Such a program has been instrumental in libraries promoting the values of learning and education.

A favorite feature of our library is the small café on the first floor. Mostly it serves simple things; coffee, cookies, hot chocolate, and sandwiches make up the light fare. The café provides a place for librarians and patrons to gather together to discuss books over a cup of coffee, creating an environment that fosters a sense of community. Its convenience encourages students to spend their time at the library instead of just popping in to get their information and then leaving. Proceeds made by the café go towards procuring more books and materials to service the patrons, so everyone wins. Most importantly, however, the café exists as a comfortable place for people to swap stories and ideas, furthering the library’s role in promoting community.

Throughout the years, libraries have come in all different shapes and sizes, with different philosophies and different expressions of those philosophies. But two things have always been important to libraries since their conception; a library should promote learning and community. In 2025 these important values still hold true, and this library has been designed to best uphold those values. Libraries will always been in a state of constant evolution in their outward appearance, but at their heart, libraries are made important by people. It is people who are dedicated to learning, education, and uniting as a community that make a truly inventive library.

