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Tomorrow’s Library: The Calm in the Storm


By 2025, many aspects of society will have changed, not necessarily for the better. Life will leave many people yearning for a break in the vicious storm of technology. Where can they find the calm in the storm they need? There is a place where they can learn, relax, and be comfortable. This is a place where they can meet people, get involved in helping others, and be an important part of their community. This is the place where communities can thrive. This place is the library.


In the future, school and business will be conducted online. This will cut down on the amount of people driving (which cuts down on pollution), but will have a negative affect on people’s socializing. It will be hard for them to meet new people and stay in touch. The solution is a place to where where everyone feels comfortable being social. The library will be a great place. People will find it a perfect place to hang with friends. There will be rooms or areas for different age groups filled with toys, games, and a variety of media for different learning styles. Friends can plop down on comfortable chairs or couches with the books they discover together. Velvety soft stuffed animals with charming expressions and features will perch atop bookshelves, tables, and desks. The library will be filled with whispering, chuckles, and pleasant voices. Window curtains, wall paper, and wooden furniture will give it a cozy feel. All these factors will make it a pleasant place to meet and develop friendships.


In 2025, machines will do different kinds of work, including work that volunteers and charities had previously done (helping in soup kitchens,, picking up trash, helping the elderly, etc.) This is sometimes good. The tasks will be done quickly and efficiently. On the other hand, it will abolish the need for community programs that keep people involved in helping others. The future library will offer many programs hard to find. There will be groups for kids and adults stressing good character, kindness, helping others, and other virtues. Getting everyone involved will be a goal of the library. Programs the library will sponsor include fund raisers and improvement teams. Involvement in these ventures will teach people social skills like cooperation, listening, and leadership. The library will be well equipped for these programs. It will hold computers, books, and other resources, along with simple directions on their use. Desks, tables, and supplies will be available for patron use. Soft carpets will cover the floor. The smell of old books and newspapers will linger around the tall, wooden shelves. Potted plants and hanging baskets of flowers will decorate the library and make it colorful inside, giving the place a floral fragrance. All this will set up the perfect environment for work and fun. People will be free to post things they need to share on a bulletin board that will hang in plain sight. People will look at this bulletin board as they enter the library and see local news, advertisements, want ads, and more. This will help them get a sense of their community and get involved. Those are a few ways the library of the future will help communities grow. 


In the future, life will be full of technology and machines. Technology will have made things complicated, leaving people in the dust, and sweeping others up into a crazy turmoil. People will need a break, and when they do, they will now that they can turn to the library. “Old-fashioned” methods of research, check out, and other common library activities will be there for people who can’t stand the complex technology. Of course, advanced technology will be present as well. Computers will have simple and complex programs.  Patrons will hear the quiet and relaxing sound of their whirring. There will be card catalogs as well as online catalogs. VCR tapes, CD’s, and new technology will all be available to borrow. Research kiosks as well as reference books will be on hand. Everyone will feel at home in the library. 


In 2025, libraries will not be much different than they are now. What will change is how they help people cope with the disadvantages of lif full of technology. In 2025, libraries will be calms in the storm of modernized life. 

