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Innovation is an incredible process! Exciting transformations will be experienced with a visit to a public library in 2025. Taking advantage of technological progress and reaching new goals for storing information, libraries of the future have the possibility to be important centers of our communities. Designing a library in this high-tech era would involve inventive plans for data storage and retrieval as well as fresh and revolutionary ideas to bring people together.


Considering future trends in technology, “Would it be easier to have a web site instead of an entire building?” Yes, it would be easier to have just a web site, but the library is much more than just a place to find information. Libraries have traditionally been buildings where meetings, activities and book clubs are held. Being able to communicate with other human beings face to face is very important. A computer would still have no feelings or common sense in 2025, so interacting with library staff will still be the best option when searching for books and finding out what the library has to offer. Video conferencing as well as virtual tutoring would be offered at the libraries of the future, using technology and information to bring more people together. Actually going to the library will allow people to explore freely, and be more likely to find new genres or ideas that interest them. Taking time to pick up books at random, or sitting in on a book club meeting are chances to explore, share ideas and be a part of the community. 


The building design would be modern, with many windows for maximum light and openness. The library would be very large with 2 floors. The main floor complex would be the contral hub of activity for computers, CDs, audio books, and meeting space. On-line access to all books, magazines, reference materials and newspapers could be done from any of the library computers. The computers would be numerous and set up with comfortable seating. People would have the hcoice of reading material online, or finding the actual paper copy located on the upper floors. Computers would have an OPAC type system with a search for books. The search results would include the genre, shelf number, and shelf level to find the book. It would then give a designated code form the Dewey Decimal system to give further reference of the book’s coordinates. To search, you can use voice activation or touch screen. The library card would operate like a flash drive, storing search information along with favorite authors and genres. Swiping the card on the second floor would direct you to the exact place in the library to find your information. 


The upper level of the library is a circular atrium. Four floors of books surround the area, spanning 40 feet in height. Walkways are visible from the floor of the atrium that lead to books which are stacked from floor to ceiling (including non-fiction, fiction, and reference). To gain access to the walkways, people would stand on one of the circular platforms located on the floor. These are equipped with compressed air. Using one requires standing on the platform, pushing a button, and swiping the library card. A magnetically sealed multi-bar fence surrounds the platform as well as the walkways above, preventing people from falling to their doom. After reaching the walkway, the magnets’ circuit will be disturbed, releasing the pressure, thus opening the barrier. After one platform is taken, a storage container will raise another, once again, with compressed air. Safety is important, so the complex riding devices are also equipped with a sensor which can detect objects that are in a 10 foot radium. Of course, large platforms are available for families and people in wheelchairs. 


Libraries are important places for people, books and technology to meet, creating opportunities for learning and exploring. The future of libraries greatly depends on the use of them by the local citizens, but they will continue to endure for an extremely long time. Although libraries of today are filled with innovative technology, libraries of the future will be beyond our wildest imagination.

