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If I ever received the request to design a library I would consider it an honor.  Libraries are second only to churches for preserving the wisdom and knowledge of the past.  Without them man would never have progressed so far.  When the world dropped into the dark ages, they alone maintained the past.  When troubled times came, they alone held the answers.  As the greatest of man's compilations, the Library has withstood the ages.  It was from the rediscovery of the contents of many dormant libraries that the Renaissance or “rebirth” of Europe sprang to life.  It is in libraries that the philosophies, histories, and tragedies of the ancient Greeks have been preserved.  The building of a new library must be treated with such respect.


A new library must meet certain criteria: It must be designed in order to demonstrate architectural perfection, it must be a place where community is not only maintained but improved, it must allow patrons to study in peaceful silence and it must hold books.  Above all else, it must remain the intersection of culture that it has always been.  It must be a solid building that exists in the actual world; no website can equal the sense of place and purpose held by the traditional library.  

Libraries used to meet all three of these criteria.  We have since departed and settled, instead, with the cheapest escapes possible.  One has simply to enter an old library with an addition and observe this tragedy.  The traditional half has the grandeur of Europe.  It has visible arches, pillars, grand stairways and fine workmanship to the smallest detail.  Immense windows allow an ample amount of sunlight to flood its rooms.  Neatly arranged books line the handcrafted wooden shelves.  The aesthetics are entirely pleasing.  Stepping from there to the recent addition shows a stark contrast.  The expertise is replaced with the simplicity of white walls and wooden stairs.  Windows are far too few to let in the needed supply of light.  Books are neatly arranged and easy to find, but they sit on metal racks built in a factory halfway around the globe.  There is nothing wrong with simplicity or being conservative, but it has its detriments.  Sadly, when this age passes there will be few buildings that will last.  Few specimens of architectural beauty will remain to define this era of American history.  We must not only leave a mark on this generation, but also on the many generations to come.  This is why the library must remain a physical structure.  Constructing such a place must be pursued with the utmost of our abilities.  


Imagine yourself standing before the new library.  You can almost feel the beckoning from within the grand doors.  Held behind these doors are thousands of books, miles of words, and an infinite amount of knowledge to be gained.


Once within the building one is faced by the main desk and stair to the lower floor.  The building is divided into three sections: The traditional library, the community center, and the study halls.  Although primarily devoted to the traditional library the first floor would also host a row of computer desks.  Like all libraries, on this floor there is a reign of silence.  The rooms would be flooded with pure light.  The climate would be controlled at a temperature best for the books and patrons alike.  Neither too warm nor too cold, it would invite anyone to relax.  Rows of wooden shelves would store countless books.  Clearly marked and neatly placed in their correct places nothing would be hard to find.  It would altogether be much like what we have now.


The lower floor would be shared by the community center and study halls.  The study halls would be a series of rooms.  Some would be silent rooms, in which talking must be quiet.  The others would be talking rooms, where students are free to talk and enjoy each others company while studying.  There would be rooms in the style of a conference rooms, with tables and chairs.  And, there would be two large rooms filled with desks and couches, one silent and one where talking is allowed.  Appearing much like the sitting room in the Louttit Library
 the rooms would be very welcoming.  Allowing students to study in a comfortable atmosphere will nurture academic success.


The community center would boast a small café and multiple rooms entirely devoted to local events and the use of the library's patrons.  These rooms would allow the community at large to host meetings, lectures, and holiday gatherings.  Between the café, meeting rooms, study halls, and library we have only satisfied the wishes of the older visitors.  That is why there should also be a children's section, where children can read and write at their own level.


The library must be a gateway to the past, while continually adopting the advancements of the present and future.  Technology must be used to the extent that it is a positive progressive change for both order and access to information.  Nothing should infringe upon the existence of the true library—a physical building in which wholly present people may be inspired by the ascetics, knowledge, and community.


Libraries are among the greatest of man's achievements.  Let us not forsake these places of knowledge.  Without them we would know little.  Sagacious words and historical facts are but a small fraction of what may be garnered from the books.  A library is a paradise to the historian and an inspiration for the philosopher.  Held safe within its walls are the keys to both the past and future.  Libraries are a tradition that is vital to the strength and stability of our community.  A computer can never attain the same degree of respect.  
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